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9.05.2021 

Rainbow Connection 

Genesis 8:15 - 9:29 

 
9.12.2021 

To Be a Sanctuary 

I Corinthians 3:16; 6:19 

Matthew 21:12-13 

 
9.19.2021 

To Be a Testimony 

Romans 12:9-13 

John 14:5-6 

 
9.26.2021 

To Be a Missionary 

Philippians 2:1-11 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 
9:30 a.m. - This service is 

also broadcast online 

11:15 a.m. 
 

Tuesday Afternoon 
Bible Study 
2:00 p.m. 

LOVING ALL. CHANGING HEARTS. TRANSFORMING LIVES. 

September 2021 

THANK YOU  
 

To all our friends at the Church of the Warm Heart: 
 
We had hoped to send thank you cards to each of you 
individually, but your flood of generosity made that a Herculean 
task!  Please accept our gratitude for all the gifts and 
kindnesses you showed to us as we made our transition from 
Meridian to our new church in Richland, Washington. We will 
never forget your kindness. 
 
Thank you, too, for all that you did over the past 14 years to 
show that you really are the Church of the Warm Heart and to 
make our stay in your midst an exceptional one. We will be 
grateful for our experience at Meridian United Methodist 
Church for the rest of our lives. 
 
Thank you, thank you, thank you! 
 
May God richly bless you all. 
 
Pastor John and Jeannine Mars 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

POSITION AVAILABLE  
 

Meridian UMC is looking to hire a part-time assistant in our 
Childrenôs Ministry.  Our Minister of Children, Sharon Allison, is 
seeking a helper to plan and coordinate our childrenôs 
programming.  The program ranges from traditional Sunday 
School to our midweek Pioneer Club - and includes special 
events throughout the year.  Please contact the Chair of 
SPPRC, Jill Ray, for more information. 
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STAFF 
 

Senior Pastor      (ext. 104) 
   Rev. Mike Benischek   pastormike@meridianumc.com 
 
 

Adult Discipleship/Asst. Pastor                  (ext. 109)   
   Jennifer Hunkovic    adult.ministry@meridianumc.com 
 

Minister of Congregational Care  (ext. 105) 
   Lisa Miller   care@meridianumc.com 
 
 

Minister of Worship Arts   208-608-2520 
   Debbie Jones    worshiparts@meridianumc.com 
   Brian Palmer - Worship Team Leader   brian@meridianumc.com     

 

Minister of Youth    734-316-9517  
   Nicole Walker   youth@meridianumc.com  
 
 

Minister of Children   (ext. 108) 
   Sharon Allison   children@meridianumc.com 
 
 

Office Manager    (ext. 102) 
   Angela Perry   office@meridianumc.com 
 
 

Receptionist     (ext. 101) 
   Lucinda Dyer   receptionist@meridianumc.com 
 
 

Communications Coordinator  (ext. 103) 
   Jacob Walker    cc@meridianumc.com 
 
 

Bookkeeper     
    Maria Akers    bookkeeper@meridianumc.com 

 
 

Nursery Coordinator 
    JoAnn Pruett    nursery@meridianumc.com 

 
 

Organist  
    Kristine Ciulla    organist@meridianumc.com 

 
 

Facility Personnel    (ext. 110) 
    Morgen McClung   maintenance@meridianumc.com   (M-Th) 
    Don Woods   dandvwoods@gmail.com (F - Sun) 
 
      
 
 

 

CHURCH LEADERSHIP  
 

Administrative Council Chair   David Ray 
Staff Pastor Parish Relations Chair   Jill Ray 
Trustees Chair   Ron Pridmore 
Systems Administrator   Integrity Computer Consultants 
Finance Co-Chairs   Brian Sauer & Lori Jones 
     Treasurer   Lori Jones 
     Financial Secretary   Diane Brister 
Futures Team Co-Chairs    David Ray & Lori Jones     
United Methodist Men President   Ed Emmel 
United Methodist Women President   Dixie Jacky 
Lay Chaplain Coordinator   Faye Gabriel 
Lay Chaplains  Emma Jean Bedsole, Phyllis & Gordon Bouza,  
 Don Brister, Faye Gabriel, Ruth Hayes, Gary Himes, Dixie Jacky,  
   Donna Melville, Lisa Miller, Shirley OôNeal, Carole Ravine, 
   Mary Rich, Carol Rounds, Eloise Stemple      

Health and Wellness  Co-Coordinators     
      Lisa Miller, Sue Mattison 
 
 

CHURCH INFORMATION  
MERIDIAN UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
240 E. Idaho Ave.  Meridian, ID 83642 
235 E. Pine Ave.  Meridian, ID 83642  - Mailing Address 
Phone:  208.888.2245     Fax: 208.888.5741 
E-mail:  office@meridianumc.com 
Website:  meridianumc.com  
Facebook:  Meridian United Methodist Church 
 

Office Hours: August 
Monday - Thursday: 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
Friday: 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. 
 

Prayer & Praise Requests - prayer@meridianumc.com 
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OPEN SANCTUARY 
 

As we slowly enter our new normal in these 
COVID times, we recognize the complex 
emotions of returning to the church building. 
Some are excited. Some are hesitant. Some 
are anxious. We are still in masks.  If you are 
uncomfortable being around people on 
Sunday mornings or if you would like to have 
a little extra ñSanctuary Timeò during the 
week, youôre in luck! 
  
Beginning in September, your pastors and staff personally 
invite you to stop by the sanctuary on Wednesdays from 1-3 
p.m. for prayer and quiet reflection.  Godôs house is open for 
you.  Chat with God about all that's transpired since you were 
present there last. It's one small way we can ritualize our 
return to gathered community, at a pace that works for each of 
us. You are loved! 
  
Please enter through the alley glass door - the front brown 
heavy doors will be locked.  See you then! 
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Dear friends and family of the Warm Heart Meridian UMC:  
 
Do you remember where you were 20 years ago?  I do.  And I remember the fear and the anger and the patriotic zeal 
that came with the September 11th attacks.  It is almost unreal that it occurred a generation ago.  My oldest who will soon 
be old enough for military service, was not even born at that time that caused our continued wars in faraway lands. 
 
The phrase "9-11", while a date we shall recall for decades to come, also sounds like a Scripture verse.  Choose a book 
of the Bible and go to chapter 9, verse 11.  A while ago, I looked up a few books just to see what they said.  They 
contained words of despair and words of hope. 
 

Word of Despair 
Revelation 9:11 - ñThey had as king over them the angel of the Abyss, whose name in 
Hebrew is Abaddon, and in Greek, Apollyon.  (The names mean ñDestroyerò)ò 

 
Word of Hope 

Genesis 9:11 - ñI establish my covenant with you: Never again will all life be cut off by the 
waters of a flood; never again will there be a flood to destroy the earth.ò 

 
Word of Despair 

Ecclesiastes 9:11 - ñI have seen something else under the sun: The race is not to the swift 
or the battle to the strong, nor does food come to the wise, or wealth to the brilliant or favor 

to the learned; but time and chance happen to them all.ò 
 

Word of Hope 
Deuteronomy 9:11 - ñthe blessings of Godôs Promise:   At the end of 40 days and 40 nights, 
the Lord gave me two stone tablets, the ten Commandments, the tablets of the covenant.ò 

 
Word of Despair 

2nd Kings 9:11a - ñWhen Jehu went out to his fellow officers, one of them asked him, ñIs 
everything all right?  Why did this madman come to you?ò 

 
Word of Hope 

Proverbs 9:11 - ñFor through me your days will be many and years will be added to your life.ò 
 

Word of Despair 
Jeremiah 9:11 - ñI will make Jerusalem a heap of ruins, a haunt of jackals; and I will lay 

waste the towns of Judah so no one can live there.ò 
 

Word of Hope 
Amos 9:11 - ñIn that day I will restore Davidôs fallen tent.  I will repair its broken places, 

restore its ruins, and build it as it used to be.ò 
 
I love how Amos reminds us that we can repair brokenness and overcome fear.  In honor of the 3,000 lost that day, we 
resolve to abide in a peaceful manner and never settle disagreements in our lives in a violent way.  We resolve not to fall 
into the trap of blaming entire ethnic groups, races, or religions in response to acts of hostility;  that justice, not revenge, 
will prevail in our world. 
 
Let us resolve that in the face of hatred, we will show love; that in times of despair, we will be voices of hope and creators 
of new dreams; that in times of darkness, we will be sources of light.  
 
May God bless our church, our nation, and our people, that there may be more words of hope than despair in the years to 
come. 
 
See you in church on Sunday! 
 
Pastor Mike 
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CHILDRENõS  MINISTRIES YOUTH  MINISTRIES  

It was summer. We blinked. And just like that, both school and 
youth group are back in full swing! Weôre wearing masks and 
making sure we only eat outside, but last year we were 
starting back up online, so this feels great! Iôm so looking 
forward to another year of sharing laughs and making 
memories with our teens.  :D 
 
New release forms need to be completed ASAP for all 
students. These will be valid August 1, 2021 ï August 31, 
2022. You can print the pdf from email or pick up a hard copy 
at church or youth events. 
 
Middle School Youth Group meets on Wednesday nights in 
the FLC from 6:30 ï 8:00 p.m. for snacks, games and Bible 
study. Starting September 15, you can also join the Rolling 
Tones chime choir. Practice is from 6:00 - 6:30 p.m. in the 
Sanctuary. No experience is necessary! 

 
High School Youth Group generally meets on Sunday 
nights. Because of Labor Day and our Outdoor Movie Night 
(see Combined Events below), we will meet twice this month 
as a high-school-only group: 
Sunday, September 19 ï The Beaten Path Scavenger Hunt, 
3:00 ï 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday, September 26 ï Adventure TBD, 6:30 ï 8:30 p.m. 
 
Combined Events for Grades 6-12 
Saturday, September 11 ï Outdoor Movie Night at the 
Millersô house, 7:30 ï 10:30 p.m.  
Tuesday, September 21 ï Backpack Program at the Meridian 
Food Bank, 3:30-4:15 p.m. 
 
Email Nicole Walker for more information about any of these 
events, for the September pdf calendar, or for the 2021-2022 
Release Form! 
 

Nicole Walker 

youth@meridianumc.com 

What is a treeôs least favorite month?é Sep-timber! 
 
Knock, knocké Whoôs there?é Noahé Noah, who?é Noah 
good joke about September? 
 
What did October say to August?é Wake me up when 
September ends. 
 
Happy September! Hope you enjoyed those jokes! 
 
We are starting off the school year in full swing. Pioneer Clubs 
will begin September 8

th
. If your child(ren) are between the 

ages of 4-11, please come and see what this weekly group is 
all about. 
 
We had a wonderful ñBack to Schoolò drive and were able to 
bless the children at Meridian Elementary School with an 
abundance of supplies. Thank you all who participated in this; 
you are such a blessing! With your help, we collected the 
following items: 
 

4 backpacks, 22 notebooks, 4 manuscript tablets, 
6 folders, 4 reams of paper, 4 pencil pouches, 2 
pencil boxes, 5 scissors, 36 glue sticks, 5 bottles 
of glue, 2 rolls of tape, 2 calculators, 7 pencil 
sharpeners, 36 erasers, 8 pens, 4 highlighters, 8 
markers, 3 rulers, 15 boxes of pencils, 18 boxes 
of crayons, 6 bottles of hand sanitizer, and 14 
protractors!  

 
VBS was a blast last month. A special thank you to those who 
volunteered, helped, served, and loved on our littleséYOU are 
the church, and without your continued love and support, the 
children could not have had such a wonderful week. 
 
Blessings! 
 
Sharon Allison 
children@meridianumc.com 
 
 

September Calendar 
 

Wednesdays, beginning September 8 - Pioneer Clubs 
 Upper Room and Choir Room, 6:00 - 7:30 p.m. 
 
September 17

 
- Parents Night Out 

 Childrenôs Worship Center, 6:00 - 8:00 p.m. 
 
Sundays - Sunday School 
 9:30 a.m. and 11:15 a.m. 
 
We will continue to have childrenôs Sunday School and 
Parents Night Out as long as we can, following CDC 
guidelines. If you want to be a part of this ministry, please let 
me know. 
 



 

5 

Greetings Church! 
 
I pray that you are doing well and had a wonderful summer! 
Isn't it hard to believe the kids are back in school and the 
football season is back on in full swing? In our family 
tradition, this is the time for homemade chili and bonfires in 
our backyard. I love summer, but I also look forward to the 
cooler temperatures, getting back to our daily routines, and 
enjoying the colorful hues of fall. As we adjust to the new 
season, I hope that you will take time to experience the 
presence of God in the ordinary rhythms of life - yes, even in 
the hurry of getting the kids ready for school in the morning 
or when you get stuck in traffic on the way to work. 
 
It's easy to get caught up in the stress of the day and forget 
to breathe and give thanks. When I feel overwhelmed, I like 
to meditate on my life verses. Do you have any life verses? 
One of mine is from Matthew 11:28-30... 
 

"Are you tired? Worn out? Burned out on religion? 
Come to me. Get away with me and you'll recover 
your life. I'll show you how to take a real rest. Walk 
with me and work with me - watch how I do it. 
Learn the unforced rhythms of grace. I won't lay 
anything heavy or ill-fitting on you. Keep company 
with me and you'll learn to live freely and lightly." 

 
Friends, doesn't that sound wonderful? Resting in God and 
learning to listen and live into grace. So as you adjust to the 
"life rhythms" of the new season, I pray that your load may be 
light and your cup will be full.  
 
Grace and Peace, 
 
Jen Hunkovic 
adult.ministry@meridianumc.com 

Above: Progress on our recent Habitat build. 

 

      CONGREGATIONAL CARE  ADULT MINISTRIES  

This September, the Church of the Warm Heart will be 
observing Healthy Aging Month. Many things have changed 
in our world. What has not changed and is more important 
than ever is the opportunity to follow a healthy lifestyle, 
remain hopeful, and look forward to better days ahead. I 
know itôs not easy! Here are some tips to help you remain 
positive and passionate about life.  
 

1. BE REALISTIC ABOUT YOUR CAPACITY 
If you feel overwhelmed by your schedule, learn how to say 
NO, and make changes.  
 

2. TAKE ON ONE TASK AT A TIME 
Make a list and prioritize. For more wellness tips, visit 
Mental Health America (mhanational.org/conditions/stress).  
 

3. CHOOSE EXERCISE 
About 6 in 10 adults in the U.S. have at least one chronic 
disease, and 4 in 10 have two or more. We are meant to 
move. Exercise improves quality of life, reduces anxiety and 
the risk of depression, helps maintain healthy weight, 
improves bone health, and lowers risk of falls. 
 

4. MOVE MORE, SIT LESS 
Make small goals. Walk between 2,000-10,000 steps a day. 
The goal is to move, even if you take several small walks a 
day. It does not need to be all at once.  
 
5. SPEND TIME IN THE WORD 
Psalms 28:7 (NIV); Romans 8:18 (MSG) 
 

6. MUSCLE STRENGTHENING  (health.gov) 
Fit & Fall classes for seniors start September 9th at the 
Cherry Lane Library. Tuesday & Thursday, 9:30 or 10:45.  
 

7. REVIEW DAILY DIET (myplate.gov) 
Choose fruits, veggies, whole grains, and a variety of 
protein foods like lean meats, poultry, eggs, nuts, and 
seeds.  
 

8. BE SOCIAL 
We are relational people; we are not meant to be alone. As 
we look for ways to be safely together amidst COVID, 
volunteering is a great option! There are many opportunities 
to volunteer at our church and in our community while 
maintaining safe social distancing practices. 
 

9. DREAM 
Maybe try visiting the US National Parks through Google 
Earth (g.co/earth/nationalparks) 
 

10. PRAY FOR YOURSELF AND OTHERS 
If you have any prayer requests, you can email them to 
prayer@meridianumc.com. 
 
Blessings and good health, 

 

Lisa Miller 

care@meridianumc.com 
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MUSIC MINISTRY  
 

 

LIVE STREAMED Services ï Our 9:30 a.m. service is broadcast LIVE on Sunday mornings, and then posted later that 
day for viewing on our website (www.meridianumc.com), as well as our YouTube and Facebook pages. We record our weekly 
contemporary services, make edits, and then post those to our three platforms as well. Missed a Sunday? Feel free to 
go back and view at a later time. 
 
Koinonia Handbell Choir - Our ringers have resumed rehearsals and will be offering monthly musical pieces for our services, as 
well as various ensembles for our church family. If you are interested in playing, please contact Debbie Jones. 
 
Celebration Choir - The choir is unable to resume rehearsals and offer weekly anthems for in-person worship at this time. 
However, while the whole choir canôt sing at once, we are looking for small ensembles to lead the hymns for in-person worship. If 
this is something youôd like to help with, please contact Debbie Jones for more information. 
 

Special Music ï We are always looking for folks to share music in our worship services. If you play an instrument or would like 
to sing, please contact Debbie Jones to be plugged in. All are welcome! 
 

Music Opportunities for Children and Youth 
 

The Rolling Tones - Our youth chime choir will be resuming in September! Any youth grades 6-12 are welcome to come ring 
tone chimes on Wednesday evenings. This group will offer several pieces throughout the year. No experience necessary!  
 

Angels Alive Choir - Our Angels Alive choir will also be ringing and working on music to enhance our worship services. This 
group rehearses in conjunction with Pioneer Club on Wednesday evenings, beginning September 8th. All children, 4 years old ï 
5th grade, are encouraged to join us! Contact Debbie Jones with any questions. 
 
Blessings, 
Debbie Jones 
worshiparts@meridianumc.com 

 

FINANCIAL NEWS  

The figures on the left are for July and the first seven months of 2021. 
For the sixth straight month, we have failed to meet the monthly needs of 
our church. If not for the covid relief funds we received, we would be 
$62,000 in the red for 2021. If this sounds familiar, thatôs because Iôve 
said essentially the same thing for the last six months. Youôre tired of 
reading it, but itôs our reality, and we must address the possibility of 
being in a negative position at the end of the year unless we reverse this 
trend.  

 
Last month I wrote about how churches had fared during the pandemic and offered a glimpse of what the future holds regarding 
stewardship. Religious giving has decreased from 60% of all charitable giving in the US in the 1980s to just 29% in 2020. 
Unfortunately, far too many churches have failed to understand and adapt to the changing realities which are behind this decline. 
One of these is the changing perspective on giving to the Church. 
 
There are two vastly different worldviews on giving to churches. One perspective maintains an organization-centric view of the 
local church. Those of us who subscribe to this idea believe their responsibility is to give to the church, and then the church will 
know how best use the funds to achieve its ministry goals and missions. 
 
The alternative perspective is more impact-centric, believing that there should be a clear, compelling, and measurable 
connection between giving and its impact. This perspective is growing among church givers, and it introduces some new 
challenges that church leaders must consider and address.  
 
Again, the one thing that will not change is our obligation to meet the needs of the Church of the Warm Heart with our prayers, 
our service, and our financial support. I ask each of you to face the future with an open mind and continue to pray about our 
church finances. 
 
If you have questions regarding our church finances, please contact Lori Jones, Finance Committee Co-Chair, at 
ljones1234@cableone.net, 208-484-6076, or Don Brister, Stewardship Chairman, at aggiedon@cableone.net, 208-871-5221. 

For General  

Operations: Jul. 2021 

Year to Date         

2021  

Given $47,715 $468,615 

Need $63,254 $433,109 

Outcome $ -15,539 $35,506 

mailto:ljones1234@cableone.net
mailto:aggiedon@cableone.net
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UNITED METHODIST WOMEN  
 

By Dixie Jacky, UMW President 
 

THE BOOK NOOK  
By Claudia Moberly 

 
The story of ñthe woman at the 

wellò may be familiar to Footprints 

readers, either from hearing it in 

the past, or more recently from 

Jen Hunkovicôs August sermon. 

Jesus, traveling through Samaria, 

meets a woman who is an outcast 

among the women of her village 

and has a reputation with the 

men. Yet this woman, respected 

by no one at the beginning of the 

story, becomes a passionate 

missionary for Christ after her 

personal encounter with him. 

 

The UMW Reading List book, How the Woman At the Well 

Became the Well Woman, by Donna Rhodes, is a memoir of a 

modern day ñwoman at the well.ò Donnaôs life starts out hard 

and doesnôt get any easier. She is constantly seeking to be 

loved and accepted, to have a family and a real home. Through 

her tumultuous early life, she tries to believe that the next foster 

home, the next boyfriend, the next husband will be her answer. 

Like that long-ago woman, Donnaôs answer was found when 

she encountered the truth of Jesusô all-encompassing, 

redemptive love for her. 

  

This womanôs story is one of struggle and strength, tragedy and 

triumph. It is a reminder that ALL of us are children of God and 

loved beyond human understanding. When we find our place in 

the family of God, the peace, joy, and love we all yearn for are 

realized. When we give our lives over to Godôs leading, 

amazing things can be accomplished for the Kingdom. 

 

UMW Reading Program books are available to anyone 

interested, with a self-checkout system, and are located on the 

kiosk outside the FLC kitchen. Stop by and select a title that 

intrigues you. You wonôt be disappointed. 

The National Office of United Methodist Women is urging 
members to contact their legislators and request they 
enact legislation that prioritizes climate justice.  In the 
book of Genesis, God calls us to be stewards of Godôs 
creationðweôre not doing too great a job on that front. 
Even the Book of Resolutions of The United Methodist 
Church 2016 notes that the United States must ñshift 
federal resources (both tax incentives and appropriated 
dollars) away from fossil fuels and toward renewable 
energy sources such as solar, wind...ò and ñsupport 
expansion of the infrastructure needed for cleaner energy 
vehicles, public transportation and ride-sharing.ò  
 
For more information and access to an easy, fill-in form to 
contact your legislator, go to: 
 
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/news/taking-

action-for-gods-creation 
 
Summer is over and our youth are back in school.  Please 
support our students in the West Ada School district by 
purchasing items for the Mirror Image hygiene bag project 
and delivering them to the bin outside Lisa Millerôs office 
in the FLC.  Of course, checks made out to Meridian UMC 
and notated ñMirror Image,ò are also appreciated! 
 

For several years, the Meridian UMW 
have supported The Closet, a local charity 
that provides free clothing to Ada County 
youth in need.  Do you have children or 

grandchildren that are cleaning out their closets and have 
good teen clothes to donate?  Please bring any 
contributions to the bin marked ñThe Closet,ò in the FLC. 

 
Be sure to check out the monthly offering 
from Faith Talks.  For more information 
and to register go to: 
 

https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/faithtalks 
 
We will reschedule our in-person gathering and cupcake 
decorating as soon as we can safely do so. 

2021 ADA COUNTY CROP WALK 
 

Save the date! Join our church team for the 40th Ada County CROP 

Hunger Walk on October 17, 2021. This annual community event raises  

funds to support the global mission of Church World Service. 25% of the 

funds raised will be given directly to the Idaho Foodbank to help support 

our local community. Just like last year, the walk will be modified to follow 

COVID guidelines. Interested in participating in the walk or contributing to 

the fundraising effort? Contact one of our team leaders, Lisa Miller or 

Jason Maupin, for more information. 
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    September Events to Celebrate! 
 

Please watch the E-Blast and Facebook for 
additional church events. 

 
 

  September 1 - First Open Sanctuary 

 

  September 1 - Middle School Youth Group Begins 

 

  September 8 - Pioneers Club Begins 

 

  September 19 - New Members Class 

              

 

       

October 
NEWSLETTER  

DEADLINE:  

 
 

CǊƛŘŀȅ 

{ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нп 

Submissions may be  

 

emailed to Jacob Walker: 

 

cc@meridianumc.com 

 

or brought by the  

church office. 

Thank you! 

Meridian United Methodist Church 

235 E. Pine Avenue 

Meridian, ID  83642 


