FOOTPRINTS
February 2021
LOVING ALL. CHANGING HEARTS. TRANSFORMING LIVES.
SUNDAY WORSHIP:

Lenten Study

Online - 9:30 a.m.

The Walk

Tuesday Afternoon Bible
Study Online: 2 p.m.

by Adam Hamilton
Join us as Claudia Moberly leads on
Wednesday evenings, 6:30 p.m. on Zoom

SUNDAY SERMON SERIES
FEBRUARY 2021
2.07.2021
All Things, To All People
1 Corinthians 9:16-23

2.14.2021
What We Need, When We Need It
Mark 9:2-9

2.21.2021
Why You Do the Things You Do
Matthew 6:1-6,16-21

2.28.2021
Faith, First & Last
Romans 4:13-25

February 17, 2021 - March 24, 2021

How do we walk with Christ—daily follow him, grow in him, and
faithfully serve him? In the Gospels, Jesus modeled for us the
Christian spiritual life. The apostles taught it in their writings. And
the Church has, through the last 2,000 years, sought to pursue
this Christian spiritual life.
In The Walk, Adam Hamilton focuses on five essential spiritual
practices that are rooted in Jesus’ own walk with God and taught
throughout the New Testament. Each of these practices is
intended as part of our daily walk with Christ while also being an
essential part of growing together in the church.
In each chapter, Hamilton explores one of these practices, its
New Testament foundation, and what it looks like to pursue this
practice both daily in our personal life and together in the life of
the church. Deepen your walk with Christ as we explore the five
essential practices of worship, study, serving, giving, and bearing
witness to our faith.
Email Jen Hunkovic at adult.ministry@meridianumc.com if you
would like to register for the class and receive Zoom
information.
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Current Church Office Hours
The Church office is open on Tuesdays from 9:00
a.m. until 3 p.m.
If you come to the Family Life Center during business
hours, a face mask is required to be worn in the
building.
You may also reach us at 208-888-2245 or email us
at office@meridianumc.com.

CHURCH INFORMATION

You can also contact Pastor John at home. His
phone number is 208-895-9855.

MERIDIAN UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
240 E. Idaho Ave. Meridian, ID 83642
235 E. Pine Ave. Meridian, ID 83642 - Mailing Address
Phone: 208.888.2245 Fax: 208.888.5741
E-mail: office@meridianumc.com
Website: meridianumc.com
Facebook: Meridian United Methodist Church

Cloth Face Masks Available
If you would like a cloth face mask, please email your
request and mailing address to
CommunityGrace@meridianumc.com.

Office Hours: For January
Tuesday: 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
To contact Pastor John: 208-895-9855

Prayer & Praise Requests - prayer@meridianumc.com

The face masks will be mailed to you and are available
on a first come, first serve basis. One mask per person,
please.
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A Message from Mars
28

One of the teachers of the law came and heard them debating. Noticing that Jesus had given
them a good answer, he asked him, “Of all the commandments, which is the most important?”
29
“The most important one,” answered Jesus, “is this: ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the
Lord is one. 30 Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your
mind and with all your strength.’[a] 31 The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’[b] There
is no commandment greater than these.”
--Mark 12:28-31 (New International Version)
In the weeks leading up through the inauguration of President Joe Biden, I prayed for a triumph of democracy,
civility, and celebration. I was anxious, but until the inauguration concluded peacefully, I did not realize how
much stress I had been feeling. When our new president and vice president had been safely sworn into office –
without any of the violence that had been feared – I felt my entire body relax. I praised God that things had
gone smoothly. That nonviolent inauguration is just the start of what I suspect will be a long healing process for
our nation. I hope you will join me in continuing to lift up our country in prayer in the days and weeks to come.
As we head into February, three upcoming events can inform our behavior both as citizens and as Christians.
Two of these – Ash Wednesday and Lent – are important in the Christian calendar; the third is Valentine’s Day,
a sappy manmade holiday.
Ash Wednesday reminds us of our own fallibility and mortality and prompts us to pursue repentance, through
which we gain forgiveness of our sins. We need that both as individuals and as a country. How have our own
behaviors fed the divisions in this country? How can we change those behaviors to bring about healing?
This year Ash Wednesday falls on February 17. (It is always 40 days before Easter, not counting Sundays –
because every Sunday is a mini celebration of Easter.) Because of the pandemic, we will not have our
traditional Ash Wednesday service. Instead we will have a drive-through imposition of ashes (with appropriate
sanitizing) in the alley between the church and the Family Life Center. You can “attend” between 9:30 and
10:30 a.m., between noon and 1 p.m., or between 5 and 6 p.m. Please enter the alley from 3rd Street.
Ash Wednesday also marks the beginning of Lent, traditionally a time of self-reflection and repentance. Recent
months awakened in many of us the need for more diligent, honest, and critical self-reflection, as well as
repentance. It has been humbling, informative, and painful to see how divided we are as a nation. May Lent
allow us to repent of any behaviors that may have led to this division. (I cannot think of anything more important
to give up for Lent than those behaviors.) You know the repentance drill: Stop doing the wrong thing, and start
doing the right thing!
Even Valentine’s Day – essentially just a marketing ploy – gives us the opportunity to improve. Depending on
where we are in life, it reminds us of the love we have or the lack thereof. Being reminded of love, being
encouraged to love, is never a bad thing.
For Christians, loving others is not optional, as the Scripture above makes clear. It is no accident that Jesus
used this language. We may be able to choose our associates, but rarely can we choose our neighbors. While
recent events have made us aware that our neighbors may be more diverse than we assumed, Jesus’ message
is the same: Love them all (and, yes, all means all) and let God sort them out.
So, as we look to the future, may we commit ourselves anew to self-reflection, to repentance, and to loving our
neighbors.
Grace and Peace and Joy and Wisdom and Calm,
Pastor John
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MINISTRIES & NEWS
YOUTH MINISTRIES

CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES
Happy “HEART” month!

Welcome to February!

May the love of Jesus be overflowing and abundant.

This month, the youth group will join the rest of the
church in taking on “The Walk” Lenten study. Starting on
February 17, we’ll use the daily guided journal and look
at the five essential practices of the Christian life during
youth group sessions.

The Warm Heart Kids will be focusing on the life of Jesus up
until Easter Sunday in Pioneer Clubs.
We are following the Lectionary for Sunday School and
working on “Acts of Love” this month.

Middle school youth group continues to meet on
Wednesday nights at 6:30 p.m. via Zoom.

There will be several opportunities for them to get involved.
We also will be having weekly “challenges” to win prizes and
dinner. Look on the Warm Heart Kids Ministry Facebook
page for details.

High school youth group continues to meet on Sunday
nights at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom.
And new this month! – on Friday night, Feb. 12, we’re
going to have a late-night extravaganza! We’ll watch a
movie together over Zoom, have a devotional time, and
play lots of games until midnight! If that’s too late for you,
you can sign off at any time. Or stay until we all get loopy!
:-) Since we can’t go on a retreat this year, let’s experiment
with some unusual fun at home!

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1708553569176599
How can you Act in Love?? Here are some examples:
Love your neighbor as your self
Be kind. Always.
Share a smile (it goes a long way)
Pay for the person behind you in a fast food line
Carry groceries for an elderly person
Rake someone’s leaves
Send a letter
Bake your neighbors cookies
Send someone flowers
Wave at a stranger

With the joy of Jesus,
Nicole Walker
youth@meridianumc.com

Love always wins,

ANNOUNCING FEE ASSIST

Sharon Allison
children@meridianumc.com

Mirror Image Needs Your Help!!
There are many ways you can help. When you are making
your weekly grocery order, just add a few of these items to
your list. You can drop items off in the FLC on Tuesdays,
between 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. or email Lisa at
care@meridianumc.com and we can arrange for pick-up
of the donated items. Or, if you do not wish to shop for
products, you can make out a check to Meridian UMC and
earmark Mirror Image in the memo line. We will use your
donation to order products that are most needed.

Engage Fee Assist Now Available
Engage Fee Assist is here to cover processing fees on
your generous gifts, so the church receives 100% of the
intended donation. How does Fee Assist work? You
simply check a box when making a gift and Engage does
the rest!

Items needed:
Toothbrush/Toothpaste
Shampoo/Conditioner or 2-in-1
Deodorant Male/Female
Comb
Body Wash
Acne Wash
Lotion

Lip Balm
Hair Brush
Fem. Hygiene
Razors Male/Female

Don’t have an Engage Account? Please contact:
Dan Pruett at 208-890-3384 or
dan@meridianumc.com
Maria Akers at 208-949-1196
bookkeeper@meridianumc.com at any time.

Let’s help our area adolescents in the Boise and West Ada
Schools. Thank you.
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MINISTRIES & NEWS
ADULT MINISTRIES

CONGREGATIONAL CARE
“I will sing of the Lord’s great love forever; with my mouth I
will make your faithfulness known through all generations. I
will declare that your love stands firm forever, that you have
established your faithfulness in heaven itself.”
Psalm 89:1-2

We started Community Grace in response to the pandemic
and have been able to support many individuals and families through this ministry. Thank you so much for your generosity-- it has been a blessing for many individuals! Upon
review of the last several months, we've discovered that
most of the requests were for very specific needs and we
were able to serve our neighbors because of your financial
support. At this time, we are not in need of any goods-- that
said, if you feel called to support this ministry, please
continue to make your financial contributions online through
our website or you may mail a check directly to the church.
Please note that your offering is for "Community Grace".
Thank you for being the hands and feet of Christ.

Hello Church!
I am holding onto hope as we start this new year. I miss
you! Prior to writing this February newsletter, I prayed for
several days before. I prayed that God would give me the
words that you and I need to hear. This past month for me
has felt a little uneasy to say the least. So,
I began to think of a word that gave me comfort…love. I
guess it is fitting since February is the month that is
marketed as the love month. But, as I meditated on this
word, I prayed for others (that is a hard thing to do
sometimes) and I read scriptures about love. Guess what?
I began to feel it! As Winnie the Pooh says to Piglet “you
don’t spell love; you feel it.” I pray that you are comforted by
God’s love. I am still here and only a phone call away.
God’s love and faithfulness do stand firm today just as they
always have. We are united by this unending love.

If you or someone you know could benefit from Community
Grace, please continue to send requests for support to
CommunityGrace@meridianumc.com.
Grace and peace,
Jen Hunkovic
adult.ministry@meridianumc.com

As a person who enjoys running, I know that you do not
slow down when you see the finish line; you keep running.
And if you have trained properly, you still have something
left and you will actually sprint to the end. The love and
friendship of others can help as we enter what I hope is our
final sprint out of the pandemic. Let’s surge onward in love
for one another by following CDC guidelines until we can all
receive our vaccines and gather together once again.
That’s LOVE!

Becoming a Woman of Faith
by Cynthia Heald

Monday evenings at 6:30 p.m.
February 15, 2021 - April 26, 2021

Blessings & good health,
Lisa Miller
care@meridianumc.com

Calling all Ladies-- Please Save the Date for our Upcoming
11 Week Study starting on February 15, 2021.
Sharon Rohnert will lead us as we delve into Becoming a
Woman of Faith by Cynthia Heald.
We will meet on Zoom on Monday evenings at 6:30 p.m.
from February 15, 2021 through April 26, 2021.
Have you ever asked--What Does It Really Mean to Be a
Woman of Faith?
Does it mean never doubting or questioning God? Having
your act together at all times? Is it being a legendary “prayer
warrior” or knowing the right Bible verse for any situation?
In this inspiring Bible study, bestselling Bible teacher Cynthia
Heald offers a much more realistic perspective for today’s
Christian woman. You’ll see yourself in Cynthia’s personal
struggles to walk in faith and trust, and you will learn and
grow from her special insights from God’s Word.
Contact Jen Hunkovic
at adult.ministry@meridianumc.com if you are interested
in joining the study and to receive Zoom information.
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MINISTRIES & NEWS
MUSIC MINISTRY

FINANCIAL NEWS
WOW! STUPENDOUS! ARE YOU KIDDING ME!! PRAISE GOD!!
For General Operations:

Dec. 2020

Year End

Given

$130,255

$738,755

Need

65,351

718,124

+$64,004

+$20,631

Outcome

At the end of November, we were in the negative by $44,391. I
appealed to each of you to pray about our finances and, if
possible, give a little extra in the month of December. To say that I
am amazed at the response would be an understatement! Our
church has a reputation of closing well and we certainly did that in
2020. In fact, if you include the more than $266,000 in directed
gifts for the refurbishment of the altar, carpets, pews, plumbing
repairs, FLC roof replacement, scholarships, Meridian Foodbank,
COVID relief, mission trips, etc., total support of God’s work at the
Church of the Warm Heart totals more than $1,000,000. Thank
you for your continued support!
We are starting 2021 with a surplus of $20,631. This is a great
situation. All of us are glad that 2020 is behind us and hope and
pray for many good things ahead in 2021.
Now, for the 2021 budget. The standing committees, staff, and
Administrative Council have been very diligent in preparing and
approving the new budget. The budget is built with the hopes that
we will be able to resume meeting together at some point in 2021!
As always, the majority of the budget is to pay the salaries of our
dedicated and hard-working staff. The budget figures are below:
Personnel
Trustees/Property
Shared Ministries (Conference)
Our Church Ministries
Total Budget

616,871
96,500
73,457
73,100
859,928

71%
11%
9%
9%
100%

Please continue to pray about our finances and pray that God will
continue to bless the Church of the Warm Heart.
The 2020 Annual Giving Statements have been sent out to those
of you that are on the email distribution list. If you have not
received your statement and/or would like to have it resent or a
printed copy mailed to you, please contact Diane Bennett-Brister,
at 208-995-1677 or diane57@cableone.net and she will be happy
to get it to you in your preferred method of delivery.
If you have questions regarding our church finances, please
contact Lori Jones, Finance Committee Co-Chair, at
ljones1234@cableone.net, 208-484-6076 or, Don Brister,
Stewardship Chairman at aggiedon@cableone.net, 208-871-5221.
Respectfully,
Don Brister
Stewardship Chairman
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All Church VALENTINE Video – We’re collecting pictures
again of you and your “Valentine”! Could be your spouse,
children, grandchildren, or best friend(s)! Send to Debbie
Jones (worshiparts@meridianumc.com). Accepting
pictures through Feb. 1. Grab your cameras or phones and
snap a photo – use the landscape setting if you can! Video
anthem will be included in the Feb. 14 worship service!
Coming soon: Angels Alive and Rolling Tones – We
will be working on some more music for our on-line
worship services. Watch for emails and posts from Debbie.
Did you know? You can access our “All Church Videos” and some of our recent “Special Music” on our
church website! Click on “Ministries” and then “All Church
Videos” or “Special Music”. Feel free to share this link with
your family and friends: https://www.meridianumc.com/allchurch-musical-videos: If you haven’t participated in one
of these “All Church Videos,” we would LOVE to have
YOU! Please email Debbie Jones
worshiparts@meridianumc.com or Emma Jean Bedsole
jgb3frnz@cableone.net.
The Warm Heart Media Team continues to work hard
to bring you our worship service and Tuesday Bible Study
online. Our members include: Thom Juul, Dan Pruett, Dennis Moberly, Denise McClung, Bryce Keck, Jacob & Nicole
Walker, Jack Akers, Jacob Rarick, Charlie & Debbie
Jones, Len Anderson, Dean Kubena and Dave Murphy! If
you are interested in helping with recordings or segment
editing (using Premier Pro), contact Debbie Jones:
worshiparts@meridianumc.com. If you are having issues
watching the service, please contact Dan Pruett at:
dan@anywhereusa.org. Special thanks to Mary Liz
Jones, our on-line Sunday host. We appreciate you ALL!
Celebration Choir Gathering!
Time: Feb, 14, 2021 4:30 p.m.
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87325618145?
pwd=N1lXWTdJY3B3Y01QQ1BkcWZBd3htdz09
Meeting ID: 873 2561 8145
Passcode: 2XU3ri
Koinonia Handbell Choir ZOOM!
Time: Feb. 14, 2021 11:00 a.m.
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84502050534?
pwd=dG9vcTJEWk1wOWJQcXViL2poUUt3Zz09
Meeting ID: 845 0205 0534
Passcode: ddD1cU
Blessings,
Debbie Jones
worshiparts@meridianumc.com
208-608-2520

NEWS & MORE
UNITED METHODIST WOMEN

THE BOOK NOOK

by Dixie Jacky, UMW President

by Claudia Moberly

Last month I shared a children’s picture book about caring
for God’s good creation. Continuing that theme, this month I
chose another book from the UMW Reading Program that
deals with climate change, but geared for adults.

United Methodist Women have begun a new 4-year
campaign focusing on Just Energy for All. But how can we
understand that lofty and far-flung goal here in Meridian,
Idaho? Over the coming months, we will try to find ways
that we might address this topic right here in our own homes,
in our own church, and possibly in our community. Watch
for announcements of speakers and programs, still on
Zoom, still on second Thursdays at 1 p.m. We do have the
availability to record our Thursday meetings, so you can
watch at other times.

If you are interested in science or economics, you may enjoy
Love In A Time of Climate Change. Methodist minister and
author Sharon Delgado approaches climate change through
the eyes of “What should Christians’ response be?”
Developed countries’ economies are based on “more”: more
products, more technology, more sales, more development.
How can we, as faithful followers of Jesus, balance this life
of consumption with the price it exacts on the environment?
Rev. Delgado searches the scriptures and John Wesley’s
writing to try to determine a proper response to our current
situation.

Though we cannot meet in person, we are still asking your
support for our local mission outreach, Mirror Image. Please
continue purchasing hygiene supplies for our local youth and
drop in the box outside Lisa Miller’s office on Tuesday’s
between 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. Checks are also welcome: make
checks out to Meridian UMC, and designate Mirror Image in
the memo line.

This book will challenge your thinking, inform you about
many of John Wesley’s teachings, and provide a framework
for how we live in and use the resources of God’s good
creation. Above all, we are to love — love the people God
created, love the creatures God put here, and love the
beauty of this earth.

Our reading program is alive and well. On Tuesdays, pick
up a book from the kiosk (again, outside Lisa Miller’s door)
from a variety of titles and a range of topics including
spiritual growth, leadership development, social action,
nurturing for community, and education for mission. This
year “Faith Talks” also satisfies the reading program. Find
the next

Print Copies Available
February Newsletters, February Scripture Readings and the
January/February Upper Room are all available to pick up
in the yellow box outside the office entrance located at 235
E. Pine Avenue.

Ash
Wednesday

Copies of the NW Conference reopening plan, Reimagining
Life Together are also available.

This year Ash Wednesday falls on February 17.
Because of the pandemic, we will not have our traditional
Ash Wednesday service. Instead, we will have a drive-through
imposition of ashes (with appropriate sanitizing) in the
alley between the church and the Family Life Center. You
can “attend” between 9:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m., between noon
and 1 p.m., or between 5 and 6 p.m. Please enter the alley
from 3rd Street.

Imposition of Ashes
9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
12 p.m. - 1 p.m.
5 p.m. - 6 p.m.
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Meridian United Methodist Church
235 E. Pine Avenue
Meridian, ID 83642

FEBRUARY EVENTS CALENDAR

February Events to celebrate!
Please watch the E-Blast and Facebook for
studies being offered online.
February 1 - Red Cross Blood Drive
12 p.m. - 5 p.m., Family Life Center

February 14 - Valentine's Day
February 17– Ash Wednesday
Drive Thru Imposition of Ashes - You can “attend” between 9:30 a.m.
and 10:30 a.m., between noon and 1 p.m., or between 5 and 6 p.m. Please
enter the alley between the Church and FLC from 3rd Street.
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March

NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE:

Monday
February 15
Submissions may be
e-mailed to Elaine Carlson:
cc@meridianumc.com
or brought by the
church office.
Thank you!

